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Dear Bob:
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My father, Jerome Falk, came to California right after the Franco-
Prussian war because he didn't want to 1;>ecomegil German subject.
His mother died in middle age: his father, a distinguished looking
~ man, survived her many years. He was a livestock dealer and
‘trader, - Dad left behind his youngest brother and three sisters
named Palymere, Valerie and Coralie (their names as French as
boulanger); thelr descendents still live in France and Switz-
erland, . His oldest brother had preceded him to Callifornia
and a younger one came later, Both engaged in general merchand-
ising in interior towns ; thelr descendants still live in these
parts. Your dad should be able to fill in on these de'pails.
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Dad came to San Francisco and lived here until his death
2t the age of 56. He was an expert in fancy imported groceries
and a particularly fine judge of wines and liquors. He married
" my mother, Jennie Lindhelmer, and they begot four children- your
grandfather, Emile, the author of thls article and Aunts Sadle
and Florine. Dad .wae a sweet, gentle man who had everybody's
respect and love. He was a devoted husband and father.
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it at Baltlmore; found gis way to New York
Ootmaker, Later he met my grandmother
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the Rhine (Kundesblum' Her Tamily came from a smallf town on
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Shortl
California giirt}ir gold wag discovered, my grandparents came o
York to what 1g ne Isthmus of Penama. They shipped from New
vhe Pacifie side OW_Colon; carried their meager belongings to
Panama Canal ig 4 It was a long walk, for the straighter,modern
¥asasill on R PI’IOW 50 miles long' Tﬁey reembarked on another
opened a bootn ka01fic 8lde and came to San Francisco. Grandpa
& pair gold du:tins Shop, making boots for the miners for $75.
vas too confining He did alright but he hated the work- 1t
Ban reimo ot ng. He wanted action. So he %om%ed s
ol pPolice force ( he was its 13th man) and served

officer for 45 years, dying at 94.

He was a big, vi : d a heav
gorous man with a hasty temper and & y
ﬁg-gg-.bgt e did have the biggest heart of any man I ever lmew.
ref Yy TO him, was just a commodity to be disposed of; he never
efused to help anyone in need, even down to hhs own last dollar.
He financed meals and board for more down-an-outers and ex-cons
than the National Probation Society does to-day. I believe he
had more friends from every walk of life than anyone in San

Francisco.,

He was a great story teller and would regale his friends with

his endless experiences, rarely repeating himself., Like all
good tellers of tales, he drew a long bow; but his actual
adventures really were unlimited. Like many early Californlans
he was a prime whisky drinker, but I have never seen him under

1ts influence, He Just could take 1it.

He haJ a mar‘ried silster in San Franclsco with a large family.
One of his brothers was a successful wholesaler in New York;
another even more successful in Chicago. Both had large families.

When grandpa' came to Judgement, I'm certain his limitless

acts of kindness, charity and helpfulness far outweighed his
He had a good balance to his credit.

My maternal grandmother was a real housefrau. = She lived
entirely for her famlly. = There were three sons and four daught-
ers; all sons and one daughter died early in life, victims of -
the many epédemlcs that swept San Francisco in early days.,
mother and the two remaining sisters lived to rlpe age; all

sed families in San Frapcisco.

Grendma was scrupously honest; she spent é a : :
ebhored the very thought of owlng anyone anythigsfins§2ra§§nsle

- vice was buying lottery tickets in the hope tp
would hit the Jackpot and thus provide fem -theaﬁeiﬁﬁitﬁaieihe

band's extravagances denled. - She never cashed in more

,gs?,$5, She died aged 83.
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2 my 8fquired 1t geveral decades later.
arried a rageal, He was treasurer
disappeared with t Oof Nevada, and one day he
for parts unknown.he treasury (reputed $86,000) and beat 1t

pursued him wag g littggrgzt:nately, the lynching party that
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oll. She w telligent and bha
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and ran 1t well; loveq to
oy father dearly and did her share
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 That's the story No do 111 post you
. ubt your mother w p
on her family tree and I hope for tge sake of color and balance
1t also discloses an occasional horse thief or the llke.

Speaking of horses: my father who loved them taught me
to drive almost as soon as g was able to walke. There were
no automobiles in those days and horse stedllng was & rarity,
SO We heard much less of juvenile delinguincy. - VWhile I
drove on every occasion, I could'nt efford to buy or keep a
horse unt%l much later in life. But one day I lent my eéntlre

_ Bavings, $20,, to a friend who owned a racehorse who never :
came 1n the money. Nevertheless, the horse had to eat and my
friend didn't have the wherewithal. When I told my father
about my investment, he shook his head doefully and gave me
thls sage advice (it was not original) which I pass on to yous
"Never lend money on anything that eats". ’ ' ,

I hope this will help with your essay. If mot, I'll dig
further in the archives and endeavor to produce some more ex-
citing characpers. :

Best wishes.
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